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President’s Message
Mike Mazza

Hi to all: The 2020/2021 ski season will be one to remember.  Our drive-up trip this year, which was put 
together by Tom Welsh, was to Sunday River, Maine, a ski-in/ski-out resort.   It was a challenging job for him 
with all the Covid-19 restrictions, but Tom pulled it off.  Even with the restrictions, we had a large group.  The 
big trip to Steamboat, Colorado started out on a Saturday with snowy conditions out west, and the airline 
cancelling our flight.  With everybody panicking, Kat Blinebury held the trip together, and the airline booked 
us on a flight for that Tuesday.  A handful of people ventured out on Saturday.  Though it was a shaky start, there 
were over 40 people on the trip.  Thank you, Kat for a great job.

This is the first year I cannot talk about the ski club Christmas 
dinner or trips to Elk Mountain.  But, to end on a good note, we 
had a successful picnic to end the ski season at Tom Moravec’s 
house.  Thank you, Tom.  To all the board members, I would like 
to thank you for all your hard work to make the club what it is 
today.  Bruce Crowley, as Vice President, and Roe Crowley as 
Trip Coordinator do a great job, especially challenging this year 
were the Elk trips with Hagey Bus Company going out of business, 
requiring the selection of another bus company and then ultimately 
deciding to cancel the trips due to Covid issues.  Then there’s Greg 
Blizard, who survived the second year at being Treasurer, Steve 
DiMeglio who keeps all the meeting records straight and the 
website and Facebook page up to date, Dann Clapp, who keeps 
a good record on membership, and Sue Byer for taking care of 
hospitality, and finally, Kat Blinebury, who keeps us all informed, 
as Corresponding Secretary, and although limited this year due to 
Covid restrictions was able to organize a couple social activities.   
I also want to welcome Bob Huntowski, as the Eastern PA Ski 
Council Representative for the club and to thank Dot James for 
doing a great job as our representative for many years.  Have a  
great summer everybody.  See you at the fall picnic.

Stay well.

Thank You, Mike
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Tracking the Ski Trips of 2021
Sunday River, Maine
Tom Welsh

This year’s trip to Sunday River, Maine started by getting a negative covid test or vaccine prior to departure on 
Sunday, January 24th and with a rather pleasant drive to Maine.

38 of us arrived at the Jordan hotel at Sunday River between late afternoon and early evening where we were 
welcomed with a smooth check-in.  Later that evening in the Grand Avenue restaurant which was reserved just 
for our club, we had a wonderful vegetable display with hummus and other goodies, followed by gourmet pizza 
sponsored by the PSC.  Oh, and let’s not forget the free drinks from hotel perks!!

The rooms were very spacious and comfortable.  We had a choice of either two queen beds in a standard style 
room or a Studio room with a Murphy bed and kitchenette.

Monday morning started with a fabulous bagged breakfast from a nice selection of hot or cold food and soon 
after that we gathered outside the hotel where we met with Taylor, our Sales rep and mountain guide. Taylor 
stayed with us Monday up through lunchtime introducing us to the many trails at Sunday River. I will say, 
however, that he did do it at a rapid pace and we covered quite a few of the peaks.

At 6 o’clock, Monday evening we enjoyed a plated dinner at the Grand Avenue and I think everyone would 
agree that the food again was fabulous and abundant.

Tuesday through Friday was a repeat of Monday starting at 7 AM we enjoyed a wonderful bagged breakfast.  
Members either enjoyed skiing, snowshoeing or shopping/exploring in the town of Bethel.  Also, some may have 
stayed back at the spa etc.

Tuesday evening was left open this year.  Some people ventured out to nearby restaurants while others stayed at 
the hotel restaurant, Sliders, which has great food and service.

After another day of activities, Wednesday evening we gathered again in the Grand Avenue restaurant for a 
sitdown plated dinner and from what I heard everyone was very happy again with the food.

Thursday evening was left open. Some of the group activities we did not have because of the pandemic.

On Friday morning we checked out of the hotel after another wonderful bagged breakfast and headed for home.

All in all, I heard nothing but good reviews.  We had a spacious hotel, great food, and a very accommodating 
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staff and, of course, lots of great skiing and other activities.

We had to make some changes like wearing masks, avoiding large gatherings and no buffets.  However, the 
pandemic did not hold us back from having a great trip!

I was recently informed that Sunday River has lifted many restrictions including the buffet breakfast.

Thank you to Sunday River, PSC and our members who collectively make this a great trip.  I hope you, like I, 
look forward to our 2022 Sunday River trip!

If you would like to see some more photographs and or download your own copies click this go to:  https://
tomwelsh.shootproof.com/gallery/14319076/ 

Or www.tomwelsh.com and click on the photos tab to get to the photographs.
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Photos from Sunday River 2021
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More Fun in Sunday River
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The snowshoe group had another great trip to Sunday River.  And this year another member of the group, Karen 
Dash, was able to join us.  In fact, we drove up in her car – thanks Karen! Although it’s a long drive, it was 
worth it since there was quite a bit of snow this year in the Sunday River area.

On Monday, Janice Bartel, Karen and I went to Grafton Notch State Park, which is north of Newry, ME. It is 
a large recreational forest that sits among the Mahoosuc Mountains. We snowshoed on the Eyebrow and Speck 
Trails.  The trails are in a beautiful forest, but they were also steep and rugged at times, so we were pretty tired 
afterwards. We probably should not have snowshoed those trails on our first day.

On Tuesday, we decided to snowshoe part of the Appalachian Trail. Some of the most challenging parts of that 
trail are in that area and again we were pretty tired afterwards.

On Wednesday, due to snow covered roads from a small storm the night before, we decided to stay close to the 
Sunday River Resort.  We found out that snowshoeing was allowed on the Sunday River Golf Course which 
is right off the access road to the Jordan Hotel.  Although the scenery was beautiful, we do prefer snowshoeing 
on trails in the woods.  It’s hard to get your bearings on a golf course when its snow covered and you don’t have 
a map! It seems that the locals cross country ski, snowshoe and sled at the country club.  We also found out it’s 
where the helicopters land for medical emergencies from the ski slope.

Thursday we were trying to get to the Long Mountain Trail which was recommended to us by one of the locals.  
However, we couldn’t find that trail (GPS doesn’t always work that well) so we ended up going to a place we had 
enjoyed the year before – Maggie’s Nature Park. It’s located in Greenwood and is a beautiful area with a network 
of very well-marked, moderately difficult wood trails. However, near the very top it was a little tricky getting 
over the rocks. The view at the top, called Peak Mountain Bluff, was beautiful. It was well worth going back 
there.

None of the skiers joined us this year since they had a four-day lift 
pass.  We have to say that whenever we run into locals who are out  
snowshoeing or hiking, they are very friendly and happy to give us  
tips on where to go.  And maybe next year we will find that Long  
Mountain Trail!

Snowshoe Adventures
Sunday River, Maine
Wendy Bartel



June 2021

Steamboat, Colorado
Kat Blinebury

 
As the trip leader, I have to say that I was really surprised that we had 44 people sign up for the trip.  I initially 
thought that we may not get enough people to run the trip due to the Covid 19 pandemic.  However, I suppose 
people were ready to get away and hoped that things would be better by the date of the trip.  As a precaution 
though, most purchased trip insurance that would allow them to cancel for any reason, in case it didn’t.
Well, things did get somewhat better with the pandemic and many people received vaccines before the trip. So, 
all but one person decided to make the trip and everything was looking good until we started hearing the week 
before our trip about a major snow storm coming into Denver.  We were flying from Philly to Denver then into 
Hayden airport, which is close to Steamboat.  On Friday afternoon, the day before we were to leave, I got the 
dreaded text message from our travel agent that Southwest Airlines had cancelled our outbound flights due 
to the impending storm.  It became a pretty crazy day, but I was so glad that they cancelled at least one day in 
advance so that we didn’t start out on Saturday and get stuck in the Philly or Denver airport.

After many hours of text messages and phone calls that Friday, everyone gave me a timely response on the 
alternative flight arrangements they were choosing for the trip.  It ended up that 7 people decided to keep 
their Saturday - Saturday plans for various reasons and got on a United flight on Saturday out of Newark, NJ 
direct to Hayden and Ron Tomasso and Justin Kwan were able to keep their original flight plans from DC to 
Hayden on Saturday.  The rest of us went out on Tuesday on Southwest airlines.  Yes, I couldn’t believe that we 
had to wait three more days to start our trip, but it ended up being a good decision, since Denver airport was 
still clearing the runways and running limited flights on Monday. The storm ended up being the 4th snowiest 
in Denver history, dumping 27.1 inches at the airport. Two people that went out Tuesday booked flights to 
go home on Saturday and three booked Monday flights home, and the rest of us stayed a whole week and got 
flights home on Tuesday.

Luckily, our hotel, the Ptarmigan Inn, and our shuttle service, Go Alpine, were able to accommodate our varied 
schedules.  By the time of our rescheduled departure, we had one more person that had to cancel due to medical 
reasons.  So, we had 42 people that went, which was a nice size group for our club for a western trip.

The group that arrived in Steamboat on Saturday had a great flight out to Hayden, but unfortunately their first 
day skiing on Sunday was met with high winds which reduced the speed on the gondola backing up the line and 
also made skiing very difficult.  The group that went out on Tuesday had a flight delay in Denver on top of an 
already long layover, but we made it there without incident.  As far as ski conditions, the rest of the trip for all 
of us was a mix of fresh snow, socked in conditions, overcast skies, and bluebird days, i.e., a typical ski week.  A 
benefit that I found with part of the group going out earlier was that they were familiar with the mountain and 
could guide us around when we arrived.  For me, that was mainly Tony Navarro and Roe Crowley. Thank you 
to them.

Random Thoughts and Memories
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I hadn’t been to Steamboat before and I thought it was a great mountain.  It had lots of intermediate and some 
blue-black runs that were just my level of skiing.  I had a hard time remembering how to get from one trail to 
another and back to the inn for most of the trip, but I also had my trusty regulars, Dann Clapp, John Reynolds 
and Greg Blizard with me to guide me along. The temperatures were great too, i.e., mostly warm days, but my 
last day on Monday was a little cooler which made the conditions the best of the week, I thought.

The ski-in/ski-out location was great.  It allowed for easy access to the gondola and restaurants and was good 
for those that took advantage of the night skiing pass we received.  However, some of us that were glad to have a 
room with a view of the mountain found that it came at a cost.  From my room starting anywhere between 2 am 
and 5 am, I could hear the snowcats being started and beeping and then the grooming would begin.

I know Ron & Justin took advantage of making reservations at mountain restaurants for lunch since many 
lodges were just grab and go or outside dining due to Covid-19 restrictions. I packed my peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich and could eat it anywhere, but had pizza one day with Greg and John at the Pizza Hut Snowcat and 
ate my PB&J inside one day at the Sausage, Beer and Pretzel tent with Dann Clapp, Claire Lozowicki, John 
and Greg.

 I liked that the hotel allowed us to bring our own beverages to the lobby and we were able to have happy hours 
and after dinner socials and game playing there since the hotel rooms were rather small.  It was especially nice 
on St. Patty’s day when Roe made Nutty Irishman shots that were soooo good.

I understand that based on recommendations from resort staff that you could visit a cannabis dispensary in 
town,” just to gain an understanding of the stuff ”.  

Since we booked early, Steamboat gave us four First Tracks tickets. We had a drawing for the tickets at our 
February ski club meeting.  Everyone that was going on the trip could enter the drawing for a pair of tickets.  
Sue Byer oversaw the drawing and Marion Brown selected the first ticket, which was Jean Gucciardi’s and 
John Flanagan picked Steve DiMeglio’s. They received two tickets each that allowed them to board the 
gondola 45 minutes before it opened to everyone else one day.  Jean took Claire Lozowicki, and Steve took his 
wife Karen and all were thrilled with the experience.

There were lots of activities in the area to do besides skiing.  Janice, Wendy Bartel and Karen Dash found 
plenty of snowshoeing trails.  See the article on snowshoeing for a full account of their exciting trip.

We’ve had Mike Murray, Mike Sweeder and Dan Yerkes on trips before, but this time they brought their 
families.  It was a pleasure to have them on the trip.  Their group totaled 12 and they really seemed to make the 
most of the trip.  I know they enjoyed the hot tub at the hotel after skiing most days, the night skiing, the pubs 
on St Patty’s Day, and a trip out to the Strawberry Hot Springs during the week.  Cynthia Solis, Denise Davis, 
Claire, Jean, Betty Becker and Patricia Gorman also went to the hot springs during the week.  This group and 
Greg Blizard, Roe & Bruce Crowley and I went on a snowmobile tour one afternoon at Saddleback Ranch.  It 
was a nice tour through some pretty easy terrain, but then we were allowed to let loose on an open field.  Lots of 
fun.  Cynthia and Denise also had a great time horseback riding in the snow one day too.

Turner Blizard, Josh McMann, Chester Truskowski, and Christian Crespo had a great time snowboarding 
at Steamboat, including the back bowl.  It sounded like Turner got a little lost one day back there but thanks 
to cellphones was able to reconnect with the guys.   It also looked like they had a good time doing a Shotski 
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(maybe more than one) on their down day in town at the Steamboat Whiskey Company.  

One day, I ran into Terry and Mike Murray in front of their son Matt’s room.  Terry and Mike were saying 
they had done the chutes that day.  There are three chute trails off the back of the mountain.  As they were 
telling me how awful they were, icy and steep, Matt opened the door and said how awesome they were. They 
may have had different opinions of the chutes, but I was glad to hear that Matt liked them and glad that Terry 
and Mike challenged themselves to do them.

Jackie Pine, who has been on some trips with us, also brought her family with her on this trip.  She brought her 
husband, Winsor Naugler, and young son, Jacob Naugler.  When I saw them in the Denver airport on the way 
out where we had that long, extended layover, Jacob told me how patient he was being.  Well, it sounded like it 
was well worth the wait for him since Jackie told me afterwards that, “My son had the time of his life.  I think 
the three of us will be on future trips with PSC.” 

We had a group dinner on Thursday night and, as it would be the last night that the whole group would be 
together, they sang the ski club trip leader song to me.  You know how it goes…Here’s to you Kat Blinebury, 
here’s to you…. I remember when they said that line, ”but you’re just a horse’s ass”, that I was looking at the 
table where the Murray and Yerkes’ family members  were sitting, and I remember seeing them all looking quite 
surprised at the lyrics, especially, Laura Yerkes, whose eyes went very wide. 

On Friday, we had a visit from two of our club members, John Siemiarowski and Eric Frieze.  They were on a 
backcountry ski trip about an hour from Steamboat and they came over and skied with us and had dinner with 
some people  at the hotel before they headed back to their place.

Charlie Haffey, Marilyn Herr, the DiMeglios, Crowleys, Janice, Wendy, Karen Dash and I had a wonderful 
four course dinner at Haymaker Golf Course clubhouse on Friday night.  It was really fine dining and very 
relaxing.  The dinner was preceded with a horse drawn sleigh ride.  The driver and helper were really nice and 
gave us lots of local information. The horses did a good job too.

I took Saturday off from skiing and it felt a little weird on Sunday when we met for skiing and the group had 
gotten much smaller since the Saturday - Saturday group had left. On my last day of skiing, Monday, I finally 
skied the back of the mountain and found trails on the front that we hadn’t done before.  Great skiing.

It was a pleasure running the trip for the ski club and for this group of people, who were very cooperative and 
just really nice.  The hotel and restaurant staff said we were the best group they had all season and yes, they did 
have more than one group.

Can’t wait for next season.

                     Fun with run names
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Steamboat Colorado, March 2021



June 2021

Steamboat Colorado, March 2021
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Steamboat Colorado, March 2021
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Snowshoe Adventures
Steamboat Springs, CO 
Janice Bartel

The snowshoe team traveling to Steamboat Springs consisted of Wendy Bartel, Karen Dash and me.  On two 
separate days we were joined by a skier:  Kat Blinebury and Jean Gucciardi.

We arrived in Steamboat on Tuesday, March 16th, and went from the airport to the car rental place and then 
drove downtown, to pick up our snowshoes.  This way we were ready to begin our adventure right after breakfast 
on Wednesday.

On our first snowshoe day, which was St. Patty’s Day, we went to the Uranium Mine trail in the Routt National 
Forest which was a 3.1 mile moderate trail.  As we walked along the trail to the mine, we had some stunning 
views of Fish Creek Canyon.  The mine was closed off by an iron gate to keep hikers and snowshoers out of 
the mine for safety reasons.  We all continued to snowshoe a little further past the mine opening.  Wendy went 
even further, but Karen and I didn’t want to have to climb back up the last hill.  According to my Fitbit we did 
16,039 steps for the day and approximately 6 miles. 

Day 2 was Thursday, March 18th, and we had a beautiful sunny day.  The snowshoer’s ventured east on Highway 
40 to Rabbit Ears Pass and did the West Summit.  The West Summit loops are a terrific option for moderate 
snowshoe hikes.  The westernmost loop 1A is the shortest of the two loops.  We did approximately 18,500 steps 
and 7.80 miles that day. 

Snowshoe day 3 was Friday, March 19th, and we headed to downtown Steamboat and did the Emerald 
Mountain Trail. This day would be the most thrilling.  Keep reading.   Although it took us a while to find the 
parking area, once we did, we headed to the Bluffs Loop, which is near the Howelsen Hill Ski area.  Howelsen 
Hill ski area has sent more skiers to international competition than any other area in North America.  The 
weather this day was sunny and warm, no ski jackets required.  We picked this area today since we thought we 
would do a short trail, since we were doing a sleigh ride/dinner that night and needed to get back early.  The 
trail was nice and wide and we saw several people cross country skiing.  The trail was pretty easy and we were 
almost done for the day when we stopped to take a picture.  As we started to snowshoe again Karen spotted 
something in the distance.  Well, as she looked up she shouted BEAR!!!  Up on the ledge blending into the 
rocks was a big brown bear.   So, we had to turn around and go back the way we came, since we didn’t want to 
pass the bear.  I think as we snowshoed back we were all looking over our shoulder.  Well, we made it back to 
the parking area safe and sound.  Since we had to backtrack our steps, we logged 19,313 steps and 8.16 miles, so 
much for an easy day.

On Saturday, March 20, Kat joined us and we headed back to Rabbit Ear Pass and did trail 1C.   Rabbit Ears 
1C is a 3.1 mile moderately trafficked loop trail located near Steamboat Springs that offers scenic views and is 
good for all skill levels.  As we traveled down the trail we got confused on which way to go.  However, at that 
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moment we ran into Michael and his two dogs. Our new friends 
ended up joining our hike for the rest of the day. The dogs entertained 
us as they ran back and forth and Michael entertained us with his 
knowledge of all the restaurants in the area. That day we logged 
approximately 17,800 steps.

Karen and I got dropped off at the hotel and Wendy and Kat went on 
to do a short hike up to Fish Creek Falls.

On Sunday, day 5 Wendy, Karen and I headed to Hahns Peak at 
Steamboat Lake State Park to snowshoe. We snowshoed around 
various closed camp sites.  We logged in 12,763 steps and 5.39 miles. I 
don’t know about the other girls, but I was very tired after five straight 
days of snowshoeing and I was glad to have the hot tub to use when I 
got back. 

On our last day, we were joined by Jean and went to Stagecoach Trail 
which is basically snowshoeing around the lake. While we snowshoed, 
we saw a lot of activity on the lake: ice fishing, cross country skiing 
and a guy riding a small Zamboni.   On this day, I logged around 
11,818 steps and approximately 5 miles.  The other girls got more steps, 
since I turned around before them.  Well, that’s all for this year of 
snowshoeing. Come join us next year.
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Social Events Wrap-Up
Kat Blinebury

“Out of an abundance of caution”, as they say, we limited the number of social events that we had this season 
and modified those that we did have.  We decided to start our season, as usual, with our picnic in September at 
Burholme Park. But, to reduce contact and make it safer for everyone we changed the menu from the typical 
picnic fare to hoagies and other things that were packaged individually.  It turned out great.  I think some folks 
were actually happier with the new menu.  The Fink’s hoagies are so good.   Almost 40 people attended, which 
is the amount we usually have.  I want to thank Roe & Bruce Crowley for bringing the hoagies and to Roe for 
making the brownies and to Dann Clapp for bringing the beverages.  If we have hoagies again, I promise to 
order a few extras.

In October we had a Wissahickon Park hike led by Diane Garvey.  We  
started and ended the hike at the Monastery Stables since Diane rides  
there and we could bring our own lunch and beverages and gather at the 
picnic tables.  She also had someone give us a little show on a horse.  I  
don’t remember the rider’s name, but I remember the horse’s name was  
“Jack”. It was very nice.

As Mike Mazza said in the President’s message, we finished the season  
on a good note with another picnic.  We changed our Spring Dinner to  
a Spring Picnic which Tom Moravec hosted at his home in Plymouth Meeting with assistance from Eva 
Brothers.  Again, it was another really nice event.  It was great seeing some people we haven’t seen for a while, 
like Joe Wilkens and Jim and Tom Kronk. It was also nice to meeting  
the Kronk’s sister, Judy, who came with them.   We had some great food.   
Thanks to Roe Crowley for doing the shopping with me and to Dann for  
bringing the beverages.  We played a little corn hole.  Thanks to Claire 
Lozowicki for bringing it.  We played one game of Left Center Right.   
Thanks to Greg Blizard for bringing that.  Guess who won. 

 I want to thank Tom again for hosting the picnic and for doing a wonder- 
ful job at the grill and many thanks to everyone that brought a salad or  
dessert. There were too many to name.  I did take some samples of the  
desserts home with me, brownies, strawberry rhubarb pie, and oatmeal  
cookies.  They were all delicious.

As of this writing it sounds like, we should be able to resume our social  
activities next season.  If anyone has any suggestions or wants to organize  
an outing, please feel free to contact me.  Thanks, Kat
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Photos from the Covid-shortened Social Events of 2021
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Side Tracks
Well 2021 was another truncated season due again to Covid. We certainly missed 
our home mountain, Elk, as we had to cancel the bus trips this year. The club
has scheduled trips for this winter and we look forward to those greatly.

The Sunday River and Steamboat trips this year were fantastic. Both were very 
large groups and we had a great time with everyone. Weather was for the most 
part perfect with a powder day on each of them. We did come out to a dead car
battery when packing up to leave Sunday River. Luckily the helpful Robert from 
Ardsley Towing was able to get it jumped and charged. Thank you to Roe and 
Bruce Crowley for clearing the snow and shuttling all of our bags and gear down to the disabled vehicle. 

I guess the highlight of the season for us was First Tracks at Steamboat on Thursday. The gondola to go up 
the mountain would be very crowded in the morning when it opened with a long line of eager skiers and 
riders waiting some time before loading up. Sunday in particular was brutal due to the slowing of the lift 
as a result of high wind, 50-60mph at the summit. So getting to go up 45 minutes before the lift was open 
to the general public and heading to the sunny side of the map we had an amazing time making tracks for 
a good hour and half before it became more crowded. We ended up not getting back until 3:30 very tired. 
A great day!

See you on the slopes next year. Until then, Karen and I wish you all a happy and healthy summer and fall. 
Be well. ~Steve DiMeglio

Congratulations Betty!
Betty Becker, one of our club members who 
joined us on the Steamboat trip, is shown on the 
podium after winning the biathlon in the over 40 
age category at the 2021 Palm Beach Triathlon/
Biathlon in Florida.  

Congratulations to Betty!


